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SUBJECT: 1978 SUMMER ECOSOC - GENERAL DEBATE 

1. SUMMARY: JULY 14 A.M. GENERAL DEBATE INCLUDED STATE- 
MENTS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR 
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT (IFAD), UGANDA, JAMAICA, COLOMBIA 
AND THE CMEA OBSERVER. IFAD PRESIDENT SPOKE OF WIDESPREAD 
HUNGER PERSISTING IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES DESPITE RELA- 
TIVELY GOOD HARVEST DURING THE PAST TWO YEARS. IFAD, WILL 
TRY TO CHANNEL ITS RESOURCES TO POOREST POPULATION 
GROUPS, IN THE FORM OF HIGHLY CONCESSIONAL LOANS FOR PRO- 
JECTS HAVING PROGRESSIVE OVERALL IMPACT ON INCOME DISTRI- 
TION. IFAD EXECUTIVE BOARD APPROVED THE ORGANIZATION S 
FIRST TWO LOANS ($12 MILLION EACH) WITHIN FOUR MONTHS OF 
IFAD'S ESTABLISHMENT. FORMAL COOPERATION AGREEMENTS HAVE 
BEEN CONCLUDED WITH SEVERAL BODIES WITHIN AND OUTSIDE THE 
UN SYSTEM. UGANDAN REP DELIVERED A WELL-BALANCED, EVEN- 
TONED STATEMENT FOCUSING ON NEED FOR NEW DYNAMIC LEADER- 
SHIP ROLE FOR ECOSOC AND ON THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF BOTH 
DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING NATIONS. HE PRAISED THE TREND OF 
COOPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING NATIONS, PARTICULARLY THE 
INCREASED FLOW OF ASSISTANCE FROM SOME DEVELOPING NATIONS 
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TO LEAST-DEVELOPED NATIONS. JAMAICAN REP'S STATEMENT, DE- 
LIVERED BY JAMAICAN PERMREP TO UN GENEVA (HILL) WAS BY FAR 
THE BEST STATEMENT DELIVERED BY DELEGATIONS FROM THE GROUP 
OF 77. HILL MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE REJECTED SOVIET ARGU- 
MENTS OF NON-RESPONSIBILITY, AND THAT ALL NATIONS HAD TO 
LEND REAL SUPPORT FOR NIEO. HE GAVE JAMAICA'S VIEW OF THE 
FUNCTIONS OF COW (SEPTEL) AND CALLED FOR MORE LIBERAL- 
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IZED TRADE POLICIES; EARLY ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMON 
FUND AND REFORM OF THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY SYSTEM. 
CONCERNING RESTRUCTURING, HILL SAID PROGRESS THERE HAD FAR 
OUTDISTANCED OTHER AREAS PINPOINTED FOR CONCENTRATION BY 
PREVIOUS UN GENERAL ASSEMBLIES. NEWS FROM 
DEVELOPING NATIONS SHOULD NOT BE "NEWS BY EXCEPTION". HE 
INSISTED ECONOMIC INTERDEPENDENCE BE ON NEW BASIS, 

AND PLEDGED MORAL AND MATERIAL SUPPORT FOR THE LIBERATION 
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. COLOMBIAN REP WARNED LDCS ABOUT 
"ECUMENICAL PESSIMISM" AND "RHETORICAL EXPRESSIONS OF CON- 
SENSUS". GLOBAL INTERDEPENDENCE DEMANDS ALL NATIONS, NOT 
JUST DEVELOPED ONES, GIVE UP MORE AND CONCEDE MORE. AL- 
THOUGH SOME PROTECTIONIST POLICIES ARE JUSTIFIABLE AS A 
DEFENSE AGAINST COMMUNIST THREAT, THEY MUST BE SCRUTINIZED 
TO GUARD AGAINST ABUSE OF THAT JUSTIFICATION. COLOMBIA IS 
AGAINST THE NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY AND DEFENDS 
THE RIGHT OF ALL NATIONS TO DEVELOP NUCLEAR RESEARCH FOR 
PEACEFUL PURPOSES. COLOMBIA SUPPORTS THE ADOPTION OF A 
CODE OF CONDUCT FOR TNCS, WITH NO EXCLUSIONS OR SPE- 
CIAL ARRANGEMENTS. CMEA REP PAID TRIBUTE TO THE SOCIAL- 
ISTIC INTEGRATION OF MEMBER NATIONS AND THE GROWING LIST 
OF NEW MEMBERS FROM AFRICA, ASIA AND LATIN AMERICA. HE 
CALLED FOR A REMOVAL OF PROTECTIONISM IN ORDER TO INCREASE 
EAST- WEST TRADE. 

2. IFAD PRESIDENT SAID DESPITE RELATIVELY GOOD HARVESTS 
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DURING PAST TWO YEARS, WIDESPREAD HUNGER PERSISTED IN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY IN THE POOREST POPULA- 
TION GROUPS. THIS IS CLEAR EVIDENCE OF FAILURE TO EVOLVE 
EFFECTIVE MEANS, NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY, FOR PRO- 
VIDING ADEQUATE FOOD FOR ALL. IF MALNOURISHED PEOPLE, 

LIVING AT MARGINAL SUBSISTENCE, HAVE LITTLE OR NO 
CHANCE OF INCREASING FOOD CONSUMPTION NOW, WHEN GLOBAL 
FOOD AVAILABILITY IS FAVORABLE, WHAT WILL BE THEIR SITUA- 
TION WHEN THE INEVITABLE CYCLE OF WORLDWIDE BAD CROPS HIT? 
POVERTY AND HUNGER IN DEVELOPING WORLD IS OF COMPELLING 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND HUMANITARIAN IMPORTANCE. 

IT IS A CHALLENGE THAT CAN AND WILL BE MET. RECOGNIZING 
THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF ASSURING LARGER RESOURCE FLOWS 
FOR FOOD PRODUCTION AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT, IFAD IS 
PREPARED TO PLAY A MAJOR ROLE IN MEETING THE CHALLENGE. 

IFAD WILL TRY TO CHANNEL AS MUCH OF ITS RESOURCES AS POS- 
SIBLE TO POOREST POPULATION GROUPS IN LDCS. IFAD'S LEND- 
ING CRITERIA PROVIDE THAT RESOURCES BE DEVOTED PRIMARILY 
TO FOOD PRODUCTION, TO PROMOTING GREATER EMPLOYMENT AND IN- 
COME OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE POOR AND LANDLESS AND TO REDU- 
CING MALNUTRITION. IFAD CAME INTO EXISTENCE AS SPECIALIZED 
AGENCY IN DECEMBER 1977, WITH INITIAL FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
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OF $1 BILLION US. REPLENISHMENT OF RESOURCES, AS ENVISA- 
GED, WILL OCCUR WITHIN THE NEXT THREE YEARS. THE BULK 
OF RESOURCES WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE AS HIGHLY CONCESSIONAL 
LOANS. REPAYABLE OVER FIFTY YEARS, WITH A 10-YEAR GRACE 
PERIOD AND ONE PERCENT SERVICE CHARGE. PROJECTS WHOSE 
OVERALL IMPACT ON INCOME DISTRIBUTION IS REGRESSIVE WILL 
NOT NORMALLY RECEIVE IFAD FINANCING. THE FUND'S FIRST TWO 
LOANS ($12 MILLION EACH) WERE APPROVED BY IFAD'S EXECU- 
TIVE BOARD WITHIN FOUR MONTHS OF IFAD'S ESTABLISHMENT. 

IFAD ANTICIPATES APPROVING ANOTHER 7 TO 8 PROJECTS BEFORE 
THE END OF 1978. DRAWING UPON EXPERTISE OF OTHER INTER 
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NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN AND OUTSIDE THE UN SYSTEM, 
IFAD HAS CONCLUDED FORMAL COOPERATION AGREEMENTS WITH FAO, 
IBRD, UNDP AND THE THREE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT BANKS. SIM- 
ILAR AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS ARE BEING NEGO- 
TIATED. 

3. UGANDAN REP, IN A WELL-BALANCED, EVEN-TONED 
STATEMENT, SAID: "WE SHOULD WORK WITH A MEETING OF MINDS, 

NOT WITH A PAPER VICTORY OF CONSENSUS, ENDING IN DEFEAT BY 
VETO." A MEETING OF MINDS REGARDING PRIORITIES WOULD LEAD 
TO A CLEARLY DEFINED NEXT DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY. UGANDA IS 
DISAPPOINTED THAT COW HAS NOT REACHED A CONSENSUS ON WHAT 
TO DELIBERATE OR WHAT CONCLUSIONS TO REACH AS RESULT OF 
DELIBERATIONS. PROPOSED PRIORITIES OF IMPORTANCE TO SOME 
NATIONS ARE NOT NECESSARILY APPROPRIATE FOR DISCUSSION IN 
ALL FORA AS A GLOBAL SOLUTION. GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT POLICIES 
CONSIDERED IN TERMS OF INCREASED LDC PER CAPITA INCOME BY 
YEAR 2000 OFFERS LITTLE SOLACE, SINCE GAP BETWEEN DEVELOP- 
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ING AND DEVELOPED NATIONS WILL PREVAIL. ALTHOUGH HEARTENED 
BY SOME DEVELOPING NATIONS ANNOUNCING CANCELLATION OF ALL 
OUTSTANDING DEBTS FOR THE LEAST-DEVELOPED NATIONS, LDCS 
SHOULD RECOGNIZE THAT WITHOUT INTERNAL RESTRUCTURING AT 
NATIONAL LEVEL, DEBT WILL CONTINUE TO MOUNT. UGANDA 
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CALLED FOR NEW COMMODITY AGREEMENTS AND BRINGING UNUSED 
LANDS INTO AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, PARTICULARLY SINCE 
AFRICA SPENDS MUCH SCARCE RESERVES ON FOOD IMPORTS. MOST 
SIGNIFICANTLY, UGANDA GAVE SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT TO US EF- 
FORTS ON CORRUPT PRACTICES, STATING THAT PROGRESS 
IN THIS AREA HAS BEEN REALIZED AND UGANDA NOTES THAT CON- 
SENSUS DIFFERENCES HAVE NARROWED, ESPECIALLY AS 
REGARDS ARTICLE SEVEN OF DRAFT TNC RESOLUTION. WHILE NA- 
TIONS DIFFER ON THE TIMING OF PLENIPOTENTIARY CONFERENCE, 

THERE MUST BE SUCH A CONFERENCE, EVEN IF IT OCCURS TWO 
YEARS HENCE. AS STRESSED IN OAU RESOLUTION, TNCS MUST RE- 
FRAIN FROM COOPERATING WITH RACIST REGIMES OF SOUTHERN AF- 
RICA. 

4. JAMAICAN REP, IN WHAT WAS THE BEST STATEMENT IN THE 
GENERAL DEBATE BY A MEMBER OF THE GROUP OF 77, NOTED RE- 
PEATED REFERENCES TO ECONOMIC INTERDEPENDENCE, BUT HOPED 
THAT CONCEPT NOW RECOGNIZED BY DEVELOPED NATIONS, WOULD NOT 
RESULT IN MAINTENANCE OF THE SAME INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
RELATIONSHIPS. "WE MUST FORGET PAST NOTIONS OF INTER- 
DEPENDENCE PREVIOUSLY VIEWED AS A CONCEPT OF CHARITY. IT 
MUST BE SEEN AS A CONCEPT OF CHANGE." WITH THE SOVIETS IN 
MIND, HE NOTED THAT THE SEARCH FOR CORRECT APPROACHES AND 
SOLUTIONS CANNOT BE SIDETRACKED BY DEBATING WHO IS RESPON- 
SIBLE FOR UNDER-DEVELOPMENT, AND STATED THAT ALL NATIONS, 
REGARDLESS OF SOCIAL OR ECONOMIC SYSTEM, SHOULD LEND THEIR 
SUPPORT FOR NIEO, BASED ON EQUALITY, JUSTICE AND PEACE. 

TURNING TO MTN, HE NOTED THAT WHILE INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS 
COULD USE THESE TO FURTHER ADJUST THEIR ECONOMIES, DEVEL- 
OPING COUNTRIES EXPECTED SPECIAL AND MORE FAVORABLE TREAT- 
MENT TO RESULT. HE FEARED THAT THE MARKETS OF INDUSTRIAL- 
IZED NATIONS WERE BEING CLOSED BY PROTECTIONISM, AND CALL- 
ED FOR FIRM COMMITMENTS OF DC S TO IMPLEMENT ADJUSTMENT 
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ASSISTANCE MEASURES. HE NOTED "WITH A GREAT DEAL OF 
SATISFACTION" THAT DC'S HAVE AGREED TO "ENSHRINE" NON- 
DISCRIMINATORY GSP IN GATT, PROVIDING SECURITY FOR DEVELOP 
ING ECONOMIES. HE CALLED FOR EARLY ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
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COMMON FUND, AND SUPPORTED RECONVENING THE COMMON FUND CON- 
FERENCE. HE NOTED RELATION BETWEEN ODA AND LDC IMPORTS, 

AND PRAISED SOME COUNTRIES FOR HAVING INCREASED THEIR ODA. 
TURNING TO THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY SYSTEM, HE NOTED 
THAT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES NEEDED A LONGER ADJUSTMENT 
PERIOD "DUE TO STRUCTURAL RIGIDITIES OF THEIR WEAK ECONO- 
MIES'". HE CALLED FOR A FUNDAMENTAL OVERHAUL OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL MONETARY SYSTEM. INCLUDING A REVIEW OF CONDITION- 
ALITY IN LENDING OF IMF AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS, A MEDIUM- 
TO LONG-TERM FINANCING MECHANISM AND QUOTA REVIEW. SPE- 
CIAL STRESS WAS PUT ON NEED FOR MEDIUM-TERM BALANCE OF PAY- 
MENTS SUPPORT. 

5. HILL CONTINUED WITH LONG REMARKS ON ENERGY, NOTING 
LINK BETWEEN INTERNATIONAL ACTION ON ENERGY AND THE RE- 
STRUCTURING OF THE WORLD ECONOMY, AND CITING "THE 
VERY CLEAR AND URGENT NEED FOR CONSULTATIONS TO CONTIN- 
UE". HE PRAISED THE WORLD BANK ENERGY PROGRAM, AND URGED 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR ENERGY EXPLORATION AND DE- 
VELOPMENT. 

6. COMMENT: DESPITE A RITUAL GENUFLEXION TO OPEC, THIS 

IS Cl .RAREST STATEMENT YET OF JAMAICA'S DESIRE FOR AN ENER- 
GY DIALOGUE. HE ASSERTED RIGHT OF UN CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY "TO TAKE STOCK OF THE RELEVANT DEVELOPMENTS 
OR NON-DEVELOPMENTS IN OTHER FORA AND SEEK, AS APPROPRIATE. 
DIRECTIONS WHICH OUGHT TO BE EXPLORED AND/OR PURSUED, IN 
THE OVERALL CONTEXT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOP 
MENT". HE NOTED THAT PROGRESS ON RESTRUCTURING HAS FAR 
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OUTDISTANCED OTHER AREAS PINPOINTED FOR SPECIAL CONCENTRA- 
TION AT BOTH THE 6TH AND 7TH GA SPECIAL SESSIONS, AND 
SUGGESTED THAT IT WAS "NAIVE AND UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT IN 
ONE FELL SWOOP TO REMEDY THE INADEQUACIES AND INEFFICIEN- 
CIES DEVELOPED WITHIN THE UN SYSTEM OVER ITS 30- YEAR EXIS- 
TENCE". HE CALLED FOR A MECHANISM WHICH WOULD PROVIDE FOR 
ONGOING REVIEW AND ELABORATION OF NEW MEASURES, "A CON- 
TINUOUS RESTRUCTURING EXERCISE". IN RATHER VAGUE 
CALL FOR GREATER LDC PARTICIPATION, HE NOTED THAT "BASIC 
PRINCIPLES WHICH HAVE ALWAYS BEEN APPLIED BETWEEN DEVELOP 
ED COUNTRIES. HAVE TO BE EQUALLY APPLIED BETWEEN DEVELOPED 
AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES". HE STATED THAT IAMAICA WILL 
CONTINUE TO GIVE MORAL, POLITICAL AND MATERIAL SUPPORT TO 
THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

7. WE NEED A NEW PERCEPTION OF OURSELVES AS PEOPLE SHAR- 
ING A PLANET. THIS WILL REQUIRE THAT NEWS TRANSMITTED BY 
THE DEVELOPING WORLD BE NOT "NEWS AS EXCEPTION". NIEO IN- 
FORMATION SYSTEM MUST NOT PORTRAY AND CONVEY TO PUBLIC 
OPINION IN INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES THE IMAGE OF THE DEVEL- 
OPING COUNTRIES "AS ABERRATIONS FROM THAT WHICH IS REGARD- 
ED AS NORMAL". MORAL LEADERSHIP DEMANDS THAT CHALLENGES 
AND OPPORTUNITIES BE SQUARELY PRESENTED TO PEOPLE SO THAT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THEY CAN SEE THAT THEIR SELF-INTEREST IS FAR 

BETTER SERVED IN A WORLD COMMUNITY WHERE PROSPERITY IS 

SHARED BY ALL INSTEAD OF BY A FEW. 

8. COLOMBIAN REP CAUTIONED LDCS NOT TO BE 
DISCOURAGED, IN THEIR QUEST FOR ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT, BY "ECUMENICAL PESSIMISM” ESPOUSED BY SOME 
NATIONS, NOR BE UNDULY SWAYED BY "RHETORICAL EXPRESSIONS 
OF CONSENSUS" FROM NATIONS CLAIMING TO BE IN SYMPATHY WITH 
THE LDC STRUGGLE. GLOBAL INTERDEPENDENCE MEANS THAT SOME 
NATIONS HAVE TO CONCEDE AND GIVE UP MORE. THIS DOES NOT 
APPLY SOLELY TO DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. AS FOR PROTECTION- 
ISM, COLOMBIA SHARES THE OPINION THAT SOME PROTECTIONIST 
POLICIES OF DEVELOPED NATIONS CAN BE JUSTIFIED AS A DE- 
FENSE AGAINST THE COMMUNIST THREAT. HOWEVER, LDCS MUST 
SCRUTINIZE PROTECTIONISM TO INSURE THAT THE JUSTIFICATION 

IS NOT BEING ABUSED, SINCE PROTECTIONISM IS CONTRARY TO 
THE SPIRIT OF THE TOKYO ROUND. THIS IS NOT TO 
DENY THAT SOME PROTECTIONISM, WITHIN THE REGIONAL CONTEXT, 
IS JUSTIFIED. COLOMBIA SUPPORTS EFFORTS TO ADOPT A CODE OF 
CONDUCT FOR TNCS. THE CODE SHOULD CONTAIN NO EROSIVE 
EXCLUSIONS OR SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS. REGARDING RECONSTRUC- 
TION, ECOSOC SHOULD CONVENE SUBJECT-ORIENTED CONFERENCES 
BIENNALLY TO DEAL WITH RESPONSIBILITIES INHERITED FROM UN 
BODIES ELIMINATED THROUGH RESTRUCTURING. 
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9. CMEA REP PRAISED THE SOCIALISTIC INTEGRATION OF CMEA 
MEMBERS AND SAID THAT AN INCREASING NUMBER OF AFRICAN, 
LATIN AMERICAN AND ASIAN COUNTRIES WERE APPLYING FOR 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP. THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM WAS 
RECENTLY APPROVED FOR MEMBERSHIP IN CMEA'S COUNCIL OF 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION. AS A RESULT OF EEC/CMEA ASSOCIATION, 
EAST- WEST TRADE HAS INCREASED. HOWEVER, GROWING PROTEC- 
TIONISM OF WESTERN NATIONS IS HAMPERING THE GROWTH TREND. 
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ALL OBSTACLES TO INCREASED EAST- WEST TRADE SHOULD BE RE- 
MOVED. 

10. FURTHER ANALYSIS OF IAMAICAN SPEECH CONTAINED SEP- 
TEL. 

1 1 . COPIES OF IFAD AND JAMAICAN STATEMENTS BEING FORWARD- 
ED TO IO/UNP VIA POUCH. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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